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During the halt, Banks had attended to the supply of
fuel. The engine did not consume much; but it was
necessary to have on the tender sufficient water, wood, and
coal to keep us going for sixty hours.
This rule about keeping up the supply was carefully
applied by Captain Hood and his faithful Fox to the main-
tenance of their own particular furnaces; that is to say, their
stomachs, which, in truth, were always amply provided
with the sort of fuel so necessary to keep up the powers
of the human machine.
The next stage was to be longer. By travelling for two
days, stopping only during the night, we could reach Burd-
wan, and visit that city on the gth of May.
At six o'clock in the morning Storr sounded his shrill
whistle, and the iron giant started at a more rapid rate
than that of the preceding day.
For some hours we kept near the railroad, which from
Burdwan passes on to Rajmahal, in the valley of the
Ganges, which it then follows till beyond Benares.
The Calcutta train passed us at great speed, and the
shouts of the passengers showed that while they admired
us, they mocked our slower pace, We did not return their
defiance. More rapidly they certainly did travel than our-
selves, but in comfort there was simply no comparison.
During these two days the scenery was invariably flat,
and therefore monotonous. Here and there waved a few